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VoOLUME IX, 1" EDITION

WELCOME BACK TO THE
CLASS OF 2012 SENIORS!

And welcome back to your future! What a great start to
your senior year! Hopefully, thetransitionfromyour junior
year to your senior year has been successful and uneventful.
By this time you should bein full swing of class studiesand
senior activities. You should also be contemplating your
post-secondary plans. Whether your plansinclude college,
military, technical school or employment, there is no time
like the present to begin your preparations. In order to help
you with collegeor vocational planning, each monthwewill
be providing timely information to help in the transition to
post-secondary education, vocational education, military
and/or the work place. If you follow the guidelines given
each month, you will be on target in reaching your goalsfor
the future. There are several articles in this month’s
newsl etter to assist you with college planning.

The top priority for every senior at this paint in time is to
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make sure you are registered in the required classes for
graduation. Those of you working to receive any of the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarships, contact your
counselor if you have any questions. Many of you are
beginning to think about the college admissions and
application processes. Our school web site,
NicevilleHighSchool.org, offers many links to assist you
with the college application process.

WHO ISMY COUNSELOR?
Senior Counselor Assignments
2011-2012

Last names beginning with:

Athru G Mr. Willie Biggs
H thru O Mrs. Karen Kesler
P thru Z Dr. Sharon Richardson

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO THE BRIGHT

FUTURES SCHOLARSHIPS

There are several changes to the Florida Bright

Futures Scholarship for the Class of 2012. Listed

below are the immediate changes that will affect

the Class of 2012:

» Students are now required to submit a conplete, error-
free FAFSA for Bright Futures, Florida Resident Access
Grant, and Access to Better Learning and Education
Grant for initial qualification and renewal each year
prior to disbursement. NO FAFSA =NO $.

» Thereisan increase in community service hours
requirement (and hours increase for Florida Academic
Scholars) for all three Bright Futures award levels.
FAS FMS, and GSV dligible students for the 2011-
2012 academic year, and thereafter, must complete the
following community service hours:

FAS (Florida Academic Scholars) = 100 hours
FMS (Florida Medallion Scholars) = 75 hours
GSV (Florida Gold Seal/Vocational) = 30 hours
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» Apilot program was created at the Universty of
Florida to provide for a Bright Futures cohort of initial
students whose program funding will be limited to
spring and summer on-campus classes beginning with
the 2012-2013 academic year.

The Class of 2012 Bright Futures brochure isavailable

online at: www.FloridaStudentFinancial Aid.org, click on

the Sate Grants, Scholar ships and Applicationslink, click
on Bright Futureslink, page down to Brochures and

Posters. Remember: You cannot register before

December 1, 2011 and must register before June 1,

2012!

TIME MANAGEMENT AND SENIOR
RESPONSIBILITIES

As you will natice, your senior year will P
fly by. Before you know it, graduation
will be around the corner. Time
management will be a very important
tool to keep you ontrack. Use your
student agenda/planner, this newsletter, the NicevilleHigh
School website, and the NHSEmail Notification System to
stay updated.

If you are a senior who is not always on campus (class
out, dual enrollment, online classes), occasionally stop by
the Guidance Department or see your SOAR advisor for
updates. Remember: you are responsible for all
important dates and events. Check out the* Important
Dates and Events’ section in this newsletter.

One other important reminder: if you attend an activity
that takes you out of class(es), such as college visits,
senior portraits, school-sponsored trips, etc., it isyour
responsibility to make-up any class work missed. Stay
ahead of the game; ask for assignments before missing
class.

EVENING COLLEGE PREP WORKSHOP

There will be a college prep workshop Thursday,
September 20" for Seniors and their parents. The
workshop will be held in the NHS auditorium from 6:00
p.m. - 7:30 p.m Thisworkshop will offer information
concerning transcripts, Florida Bright Futures, Senior
Resumes, College Application updates, Financial Aid,
Scholarships, FACTSorg, and much more. Registrationis
not required for this workshop. We look forward to seeing
you there!

UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA APPLICATION
DEADLINES
The University of Floridawill have a single application
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deadline of 12:00 p.m (midnight), (11:00 p.m. central
time), November 1 and a decision release date of
February 1, 2012. The application must be completed
online at: www.ufl.edu.. Supporting materials such as
transcripts and test scores must be received by the
November 1* deadline for priority consderation.
Applications received after November 1st will be reviewed
on a "space available" basis and will have a decision
between March and May.

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY APPLICATION
DEADLINES

Florida State University will have two application
deadlines for the Fall of 2012 freshmen. Thefirst
application deadline is October 17, 2011 with a December
14, 2011 notification date. The second and final
application deadline is January 18, 2012 for a March 14,
2012 notification date. Prospective applicants are
encouraged to apply early! The online application can be
found at: www.fsu.edu.

SAT / ACT REGISTRATION DEADLINES

SAT and ACT registration deadlines are very important
for all seniors at thistime. The deadline for the October
22" ACT is September 16", with a late registration
deadline of September 17" - September 30.. The regular
registration deadline for the October 1% SAT is September
9" with a late deadline of September 21%. Also, thereisa
November 5" SAT with a regular registration deadline of
October 7", and a late registration deadline of October
21st. Keepinmind, lateregistration requires a late fee
along with the original cost of the test. In most cases,
these are the last opportunities you can take either of the
tests and have your scores reported to your college choice
in time to be considered in the application process. The
testing services prefer you register for these tests online
at: http://www.actstudent.org for the ACT and

http: //www.sat.collegeboard.com for the SAT. Remember
that when you take the ACT or SAT you must have your
test scores sent to the colleges or universities to which you
are applying. Even though the scores are on the official
transcript that is sent to the college from the Guidance
Department office, most colleges no longer accept them as
official scores.

Therefore, you may have to contact the testing service to
have the scores sent if you didn't have them sent originally
when you took the test. |f you did not have your scores
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sent when you took the ACT or SAT, thereisalink® Score
Reports’ available at each web site. Do not delay this
process since it will take anywhere from three to five
weeks for your scorereportsto reach the college.

VISITING
COLLEGES
A representative from the following colleges will be
available during the specified time. Each sessionwill last
approximately 30 minutes. Seniors must come by
Guidance to sign-up for the colleges they are interested.
Passes will be given to seniors upon registering for the
visit. Registration for the September 14" & 15" visits will
end Friday, September 9". Seniors must have their pass
signed by their teacher to be admitted to each session.
Remember to sign-in so your attendance can be verified.

DATE TIME COLLEGE
09/14/11 7:30 a.m. | Millsaps College
09/14/11 8:00 am. | Samford University
09/14/11 8:30 am. | Florida Sate University
09/14/11 9:00 a.m. | Univ. of Central Florida
09/14/11 9:30 a.m. | Johnson & Wales
09/14/11 10:00 a.m. | University of Miami
09/14/11 10:30 a.m. | Nova Southeastern Univ.
09/14/11 11:00 a.m. | University of North Florida
09/14/11 11:30 a.m. | Florida Gulf Coast Univ.
09/14/11 12:00 p.m. | University of Florida
09/14/11 12:30 p.m. | Setson University
09/14/11 1:00 p.m. | Florida Atlantic University
09/15/11 8:00 a.m. | Florida Institute of Tech.
09/15/11 8:30 a.m. | Univ. of South Alabama
09/15/11 9:00 a.m. | Birmingham Southern Col.
09/15/11 9:30 a.m. | Louisiana Sate University
09/15/11 1:00 p.m. | University of South Florida
10/05/11 8:00 a.m. | Southern Methodist Univ.
10/10/11 8:30 am. | U. of Alabama Birmingham
10/24/11 10:15 a.m. | WashingtonU. @ S. Louis

AIR FORCE ACADEMY CONGRESSIONAL
NOMINATION SOURCES

Seniors planning to apply to the United
Sates Air Force Academy must submit an
application to the congressmen and
senatorsto receive their congressional
nomination. Applicants must apply to the
congressman and senator representing the district the
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student resides.

Listed below are the names, addresses, phone numbers
and AFA Congressional nomination deadlines:

% Congressman Miller (District 1)

http: //jeffmiller.house.gov/ConstituentServices/ServiceAca
demyNominations.htm

4300 Bayou Blvd,. Suite 13

Pensacola, FL 32503

Phone: (850) 479-1183; Fax: (850) 479-9394

Deadlines: Nov. 1 - postmark deadline; interview date:
TBD..

* U.S Representative Southerland Il (District 2)

https: //southerland.house.gov/serving-you/military-acade
my-nominations

Deadlines: Oct. 14 - received-by deadline; interview date:
Late October or early November.

% Senator Nelson

http: //bill nel son.senate.gov/public/?p= AcademyNominatio
ns (5 separate documents)

Deadlines: Sept. 20 - postmark deadline; interview date:
Oct. 20.

PHYSICAL FITNESSTEST FOR ACADEMY AND
ROTC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS

Chief Taylor will be giving the Physical Fitness Exam for
seniors applying to one of the service academies and/or
an ROTC scholarship Monday, September 12". Seniors
will report to the ROTC room at 6:00 am. Please register
with Chief Taylor before 1:45 p.m., Friday, September 9".

QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTSTO ASK A COLLEGE

REPRESENTATIVE
COUNSELOR'SCANVASFALL 2005 vol. X Issue 1
Washington University in . Louis

Fall isthe time for admissions officers to make

high school visits, attend college fairs, and

conduct group presentations around the globe!

It's also an excellent opportunity for high

school students to learn more about a college before

deciding if they wish to visit campus. Having a prepared

list of questions for college representatives can enhance a

student’ s knowl edge of the different schools he or she may

be considering. Following are some exarmples of the type
of questions that can be helpful in the college search:

Do you offer awide variety of majors, and can students
easily change their course of sudy? How many students
double major?

» What is the composition of the student body (e.g. from
what states,

» How many undergraduates/graduates, male/female,
ratio, commuter vs. residential, racial and cultural

A
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backgrounds)?

» What percentage of students live on campus? |Is housing
guaranteed for freshman?

» What percentage of students returns for sophomore
year? What percentage graduates in four years?

» What is the academic advising system like?

* Do faculty membersteach courses? What is the average
class size?

» What courses are required? Can | get credit for
Advanced Placement, I nternational Baccalaureate, or
college courses | have taken in high school ?

* Are there opportunities for research, independent study,
internships, and study abroad?

» What choices do students have for their extracurricular
activities?

* What is the neighborhood surrounding the campus like?

» How do the students get involved in the local
community?

* Do you offer academic scholarships? What isthe
application process for scholarships?

» What are the characteristics of this school that make it
unique?

WHAT COLLEGES ARE LOOKING FOR

Are you overwhelmed by the amount of information
available for the college application process? The
Making It Count organization has simplified the process
with their list of C-R-I-T-E-R-1-A most colleges are
looking for in their applicants:

C-ourse selection. Did you take academically challenging
coursesin high school?

R-ank in class. How do you rank amongst your fellow
classmates?

I-nterests. Do you have interests the college will be
interested in? What do you have to offer the college?
T-est scores. Did you take a college entrance exam (ACT
of SAT)? How competitive are your scores?

E-ssays. Essays can make or break your application. Did
you have a parent or teacher proof your essay?
R-ecommendations. Did you include letters of
recommendation, even if they were not required?
I-nterviews. Did you have an interview? Did you
consider a college visit?

A-cademic performance. How is your overall high school
academic performance? Have you considered retaking a
courseyou didn’t do that well?

ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF TRANSCRIPTS
You can apply directly to any of the Florida public four-
year colleges and univerdgties on-line. To conmplete your
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application process you must order transcriptsto be sent
to the college(s) you have applied. If you have applied to
one of the state public colleges or universities, your
transcripts can be sent electronically. For in-state private
colleges, out-of-state colleges or scholarships, hard copy
transcripts will be printed by Mrs. Rankin, but itisthe
student’ s responsibility to mail the transcripts to the
colleges/universities or scholarship organizations.

You can request transcripts to be sent to your college(s) of
choice from Mrs. Rankin in the Guidance Department by
completing a Transcript Request Form. Mrs. Rankin, our
registrar, will either send your transcripts electronically
or print a hard copy for the student to mail.

Electronic transcripts are sent with no charge to the
student. If a hard-copy transcript is requested, the first
transcript will be at no charge, but every transcript
requested after the first will be charged $1.00 each.
Don’t forget your application deadlines. Mrs. Rankin
must have 48 hours notice to send or print transcripts.
Also, electronic transcripts can take as long asthree -
four business days to be received electronically by the
college/university.

DEBTSACCRUED BY SENIORS

This article contains the policy concerning any Monies
Owed/Sudent Debt for students of Okaloosa County. This
policy as mandated by Florida law and the Okaloosa
County School Board states:

The principal shall collect from each student or the
student's parent, the purchase price of any
instructional materialsthe student haslost, destroyed,
or unnecessarily damaged. Thefailure of the student
or student's parent to pay such sum upon reasonable
effort by the school principal may result in the
suspension of the student from participation in
extracurricular activitiesuntil such debt issatisfied
***or satisfaction of the debt by the student through
community service activities at the school site as
assigned by the school principal. Community service
hours shall be credited against the debt by forgiving
$8.00 per hour of service. If any such debt isowed by
a graduating senior, and isnot paid at least by ten (10)
daysprior tothe student'slast scheduled day of
classes, then that student shall not be allowed to
participatein graduation activities and ceremonies
unless and until such debt issatisfied. ; Records
and/or gradeswill not bereleased, nor diplomas issued
until all *Monies Due" are cleared.

Alist of students who have not returned school property
(examples: missing books, band/ROTC/athletic uniforms
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not returned, cleaning fees for uniforms, fund raiser
collections, art supplies, etc.) will be sent to all teachers
September 6". Please check the list in your SOAR
September 6". If your nameis on the list and you disagree
with the debt listed, you must speak to the teacher who
issued the Monies Owed Form. Letterswill be given to
seniors who have debts to take home to parents during
S0OAR October 4. Seniors, you MUST settle any debts
you have accrued during your attendance at Niceville
High School (freshman through senior years) in order to
participate in any senior activities (senior trip, prom,
homecoming, graduation ceremony, etc.). Returned
materials or paymentsare to be given to Mrs. Campbell in
the Guidance Department. *** |f you areinteresedin
“working off” your debt, please see Mrs. Campbell in the
Guidance Department.

FINAL SENIOR PORTRAIT SITTINGS

The final senior portrait sitting will be during the school
days Thursday, September 22" for the final
“full” package (formals, indoor casuals
and outdoor casuals- weather permitting)
and Friday, October 21 for formals ONLY.
Any senior who has not had their senior
portrait taken MUST see Susan Campbell in the Guidance
Department to sign-up for an appointment on September
22",

REMEMBER: You MUST have your formal photo taken by
Bill Miller Photography in order to be in the 2011-2012
NHS Aquila yearbook.

CLASS OF 2012 PANORAMIC PHOTO

Gradlmages will be on campus Friday, September 16" for
the Class of 2012 BIG PICTURE Senior Panoramic photo.
Seniorswill report to the gym at 8:00 a.m. Dual
Enrollment and online seniors will need to report to the
gym at thistime if you wish to participate. Teams, clubs,
groups of friends, band, or chorus may wear uniforms or
decorated t-shirts for this photo. All attire must follow the
school dress code. Decorated t-shirts must be approved
by Mrs. DeAngelo or an administrator. Order
information will be distributed during SOAR September
13"

IMPORTANT DATES AND EVENTSTO
REMEMBER

September 22 - Final “ Full Package” Senior
Portrait Sitting; 7:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m for
formals and indoor casuals; NHS auditoriuny 2:00 p.m. -
4:00 p.m. Outdoor casuals - weather permitting- Location
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TBA.

September 14 - College Night at Northwest Florida State
College. Time and Location TBA.

September 16 - Senior Panoramic Photo; 8:00 a.m.; NHS
Gymnasium.

September 20 - College Prep Workshop; 6:00 p.m.- 7:30
p.m.; NHS Auditorium..

October 6 - Late Sart Day; School begins at 9:55 a.m.
Octaober 17 - FSU Early Application Deadline.

October 21 - Final Senior Portrait Sitting; Formals
ONLY.

October 21 - End of 1* Grading Period

October 24 - Sudent Holiday; Teacher Workday.
Octaber 25 - 28 - Homecoming Week

Octaober 29 - Homecoming Dance; Location and time TBA
November 1 - University of Florida Application Deadline
November 3 - Late Sart Day

November 9 - Cap/Gown and Announcement Presentation
during Social Sudies Class; Niceville High Schoal
Auditorium.

November 11 - Veteran's Day Holiday

November 15, 16, 17 - Order Cap/Gown and Graduation
Announcements; 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m; Main Office
hallway.

November 23 - November 25 - Thanksgiving Holidays.
December 1 - Late Sart Day

December 8 - Financial Aid Workshop; 2:00 p.m. - 4:00
p.m.; NHS auditorium.

December 19 - December 30 - Winter Break Holidays.
January 2 - Students return to school

January 5 - Late Sart Day

January 12 - Financial Aid Workshop w/Director of
Financial Aid - Northwest Florida State College; 6:00
p.m. - 7:30 p.m; Niceville High School Auditorium.
January 13 - End of First Semester

January 16 - Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Holiday.
January 17 - Sudent Holiday; Teacher Workday.
January 18 - 2" Semester Begins

February 2 - Late Sart Day

February 9 - Cap and Gown photos during Social Studies
Class; NHS auditorium.

March 1 - Late Sart Day

March 15 - End of Third Grading Period.

March 16 -Sudent Holiday/Teacher Workday

March 19 - March 23 - Soring Break Holidays.

April 5 - Late Sart Day

April 21- Senior Prom; 8:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.; Location
TBA; Cost: TBA.

May 3 - Late Sart Day

May 3 - Anne T. Mitchell District Honors Awards; NWF
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Sate College Mattie Kelly Arts Center; 5:00 Reception, May 29 - Baccalaureate; 7:00 p.m.; Location TBA

6:00 Awards Ceremony. May 30 - Graduation Practice; 11:30 a.m.; Seniors will
May 7 - May 18 - AP Exams report to their assigned 600 hallway classroom.

May 25 - Senior Day; Senior Walk; Cap and Gown June 1 - Graduation Ceremony, 7:00 p.m.; NHS Sadium;
Distribution; Senior Breakfast; Senior Awards Day. Time | Seniorsareto report totheir assigned 600 hallway

and location TBA. classroom. Time: 6:15 p.m.

May 28 - Memorial Day Holiday ***Dates and Times subject to change.

| NOTE: Shading In*“ Due Date” Block Indicates ApplicationsMUST BE TURNED IN TO GUIDANCE. |

NAME/AMOUNT ELIGIBILITY DUE DATE
WENDY SHIGH SCHOOL For the past fifteen years, Wendy’ s Restaurants have teamed up with Applications must be
HEISMAN AWARD the Heisman Memorial Trophy committeeto create the Wendy’s High compl eted

School Heisman Award. The award honors both male and female high | online by
school students who excel in academics, athletics, and student 5:00 p.m. CST
leadership. October 2, 2011.

Eligibility islimited exclusively to men and women entering their senior
year in high school in the 2011-2012 academic year who have at least
a“B” grade average and participate in at least one school-sponsored
sport.

Register and apply online at: www.wendysheisman.com.

HORATIO ALGER In keeping with the educational mission of the Horatio Alger Applications must

ASSOCIATION OF Association, the scholarship programs provide financial assistance to be submitted

DISTINGUISHED students throughout the nation who have financial need and have online before

AMERICANS, INC. exhibited integrity and perseverance in overcoming personal adversity. October 30, 2011.
Criteria:

Award ranges from $2,500 to -Graduate from high school in spring/summer 2012;

$20,000 -Commitment in pursuing a bachelors degree;

-Minimum grade point average of 2.0;

-Be a United States citizenship (or in the process of citizenship).
-Financial need.

Students must apply online at:

www.hor atioalger.com/schol ar ships

COCA-COLA SCHOLARS Fifty students are chosen as national winners and receive $20,000 Applicants must

PROGRAM scholar ships, while 200 regional winnerswill receive $10,000 apply online between
scholarships. August 1 and

50 @ $20,000 ea. Applicants must be: October 31, 2011.

200 @ $10,000 ea. -Current high school seniorsin the United States;

-Seniors with a minimum GPA of 3.0 (B) at the end of the junior year;
-Seniors planning to pursue a degree at an accredited post-secondary
institution.

Students must apply online at:

http://www.coca-colascholars.or g/apply
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NAME/AMOUNT

ELIGIBILITY

DUE DATE

RON BROWN SCHOLAR

10-20 @ $10,000 per year for
4 years ($40,000 total)

Applicant must:

-Be African American.

-Be a high school senior.

-Be a U.S. Citizen or permanent resident.

Applicants should demonstrate academic achievement, exhibit
leadership ability, participate in community service activities and
demonstrate financial need. This program has two deadlines for
application. November 1, 2011 -application will be considered for the
Ron Brown Scholar Program and forwarded to a select and limited
number of additional scholarship providers. January 9, 2012 -final
postmarked deadlinein order to be considered for only the Ron Brown
Scholar Program.

Application may be downloaded at: www.ronbrown.org/apply/aspx.

Applications must be
postmarked by
November 1, 2011 or
January 9, 2012.

PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT OF
COMMUNITY AWARDS
PROGRAM

State Honorees will receive
$1,000.

National Honor ees will
receive $5,000 in additional
awards.

Eligibility requirements:

-Must be a student in grades 5-12 as of November 1, 2011;

-Must be a legal resident of any U.S. state or Washington, D.C.;
-Has engaged in a volunteer activity that occurred at least in part
during the past 12 months prior to the date of application, and
-Compl etes an application and submitsit to a school principal or the
head of an officially designated local organization by November 1,
2011.

For more information and application:
http://www.spirit.prudential.com/spirit

Applications must be
completed

online by

November 1, 2011.

2012 SAE ENGINEERING

Amount varies per
scholarship.

Applicant Must:

-Be a high school senior at the date of application

-Intend to earn a degree in engineering or a related science

- Be a citizen of the U.S. at the time of application

-Meet minimum requirements with regard to GPA, SAT and/or ACT
scores as outlined in the individual requirements of each scholarship.

University sponsored
applications must be
postmarked by
December 1, 2011;
All others due By
January 15, 2012.

2011 JOHN F. KENNEDY
PROFILE IN COURAGE
ESSAY CONTEST

1% Prize-$5,000

2" Prize-$1,000

Up to five finalists receive
$500 each.

Eligibility:

-U.S. high school students in grades nine through twelve attending
public, private, parochial, or home school.;

-U.S. students under the age of 20 enrolled in a high school
correspondence/GED program.

All students must register online. Essays can be submitted online
(preferred) or via regular mail.

For complete guidelines visit the Profile in Courage Award at:
www.jfklibrary.org

Application deadline
online or regular
mail postmark
January 7, 2012.
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NAME/AMOUNT ELIGIBILITY DUE DATE
GATESMILLENIUM Students are eligible to be considered for a GMS Scholarship if they: Online applications
SCHOLARS AWARD -are African American, American Indian/Alaska Native, Asian Pacific must be submitted by
Islander American or Hispanic American. January 11, 2012,
TBA -are a citizen, national or legal permanent resident of the U.S. 11:59 p.m. EST.

-have attained a cumulative high school GPA of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale (un-
weighted) or have earned a GED.
-will be enrolling for the first time at a U.S. accredited college or

university as a full-time, degree-seeking, first-year studentin fall, 2010.

-have demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in
community service, extracurricular, or other activities.

-meet the federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria.

-have completed and submitted all three required forms (Nominee
Personal Information Form, Nominator Form, and Recommender
Form) by the deadline.

Students can complete the online application at www.gmsp.org.

Paper applications
must be postmarked
by

January 11, 2012.

Individual colleges offer scholarships to students who will be attending their institution. You will want to check in guidance often
to see if the college to which you will be going has provided uswith any information on scholarships available. This type of
scholarship will not be advertised individually in this newsletter, but see Mrs. Campbell in guidance to check what your college

may offer.




